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Tuesday 3rd September 2024

Dear parents and carers,
HAPPY NEW SCHOOL YEAR!

We are very happy to welcome the children back to school today after the long summer break.  We hope you have all had a great holiday, we have been looking forward to hearing about the children’s adventures. As usual it will be a busy term, so we wanted to share dates with you as soon as possible.

Staff Updates
We are really pleased to welcome Miss Roberts back to school this term, after her maternity leave.  She will be working Monday – Wednesday in Class 1.  From now on she will go by her married name, and will be called Mrs Williams. We are also pleased to tell you that until half term, Mrs Moseley will  be returning to teach Class 1 on Thursday and Fridays. After half term Mrs Hart will be teaching in Class 1 at the end of the week.  Having had a knee operation during the holidays, Mrs Hart will not be in school for the first part of the term while she recovers.  She will be contactable via email and will be happy to arrange Teams meetings if required.  Miss Mills-Evans, as Teacher in Charge, will be leading the school on a day-to-day basis.  We are pleased to say that during the summer Miss Williams got married, and will now be known as Mrs Jones.

ESTYN Report
Today (3rd September) our ESTYN Report has been published.  We are very proud to share it with you as we feel it reflects our school well and the positive impact it has on our learners, families and community.  We are very grateful for the help and support that all our families gave during the inspection – the content of the report is the result of a strong team effort.  Please feel free to share the report as widely as possible. The recommendation from the report will be incorporated into our School Development Plan for the coming year.

Uniform
I would like to take the opportunity to remind everyone that we do have a school uniform, and we would like everyone to wear it every day of the week.  Our uniform is an important part of our school’s identity. It demonstrates who we are as a community and encourages everyone to feel pride in our school. In addition, our uniform is practical for learning and playing indoors and outdoors, and comfortable to wear all day.  Our uniform policy is as follows:
· On Top: purple sweatshirt, red, purple, white or dark green polo shirt
· Bottoms (cooler weather): dark trousers, leggings or skirts
· Bottoms (warmer weather): shorts, skirts or school uniform summer dresses in red, purple or green
· Footwear: shoes, trainers, comfortable ankle boots

We appreciate that school uniform can be expensive, and we do not want the policy to place a financial burden on families.  Therefore we have regular uniform swaps organised by the Friends of the School where second-hand uniform can be accessed free of charge.  We are also happy for our learners to wear sweatshirts and T shirts in the school colours, rather than the branded ones if this is easier to source.  If you have any concerns about uniform, please contact the school office and we will be able to help you.

Attendance/Holidays
Our ESTYN Report highlighted the decline in attendance at Llanfechain over the last year.  This is something we are aware of and keen to address.  Good attendance is a key factor in ensuring all our learners achieve well at school and promotes better wellbeing.  We are asking all parents to work with their children to ensure that they are in school as much as they can be.  Last year there was a very high number of requests for term time holidays.  Whilst we understand that financial pressures mean that this is the only time that many can go on holiday, we would recommend no more than one term time holiday in a school year.  We are able to authorise up to 10 days holiday per year, but this is done at our discretion, and we will be taking into account current attendance and reasons for the holiday before we will authorise them.  If you wish to take your child out of school for a term time holiday it is essential that this is agreed in advance using a holiday permission form.  These are available from the school office.  We will not authorise a holiday absence if permission has not been agreed in advance.  

Parking
Please can we encourage any carers that are driving to school to drop off/pick up their children to park in the community car park rather than along the side of the road to ensure the safety of all our families as they enter and exit the school site.

PE
This year the Reception to Year 2 children will have PE on a  Tuesday afternoon.  The Year 3-6 children will have PE on a Wednesday afternoon.  Please can all children bring a change of clothes and suitable shoes for PE.  This includes T shirt, hoodie, shorts/leggings/joggers, trainers and a change of socks.  It is really important that all children have their PE kit as there are many days when they get wet/muddy because of the weather or the state of the grass and need to change when they come in.  

Breakfast and After School Club
We run breakfast club every morning, all children are welcome.  There is a charge of £1 per child attending.  After School Club runs from 3.30pm every day, finishing at 5.30pm promptly and 5.00pm on a Friday.  The cost is £6.50 for a whole session or £3.50 for the first hour.  Please let Miss Griffiths or the school office know in advance (preferably by the morning of the day you want them to attend) if you want your child to attend.
 
School times/Ordering School Dinners 
The school day starts at 9am promptly and lessons start as soon as the bell goes, so arriving late, even 5 minutes, will have a negative impact on your child’s education over time.  As they arrive at school, we take the school dinner orders from the children to let Llansantffraid Kitchen know the order as early as possible.  This means that children arriving after 9.10 cannot order a school dinner, as the order will have already been made.  If there is an occasion when you know your child is going to be unavoidably late please email Miss Mills on mill-evans1@hwbcymru.net with your child’s preference before 9am, so that it can be sent with the rest of the order.

School Website
I want to remind you that the school website is used to make sure parents are kept up to date with what is happening at school, policies and important links.  The school website is accessed from the following link: Llanfechain School website.  Parents can sign up on the website to receive all letters as they are posted so that everyone is up to date all the time.  The QR code to access the site is also displayed next to the entrance of the school.

New Perimeter Fence and Gates
Powys County Council are in the process of erecting a new perimeter fence and gates for the school site.  We apologise for any inconvenience whilst it is being fitted.  Once complete we will have buzzed entry access on the gates, rather than visitors being required to ring the school to be let in.  We hope this will be completed by the end of the month.

Parent Governors
As you will be aware the Ffederasiwn Dwy Afon came to an end on 31st August when Llangedwyn School was closed permanently.  As a result the existing federation governing body has also come to an end.  This being the case we need to recruit 3 new Parent Governors to our new Governing Body.  Letters will be sent out this week to explain more about the role and request expressions of interest from parents.  The Governing Body is a crucial part of the leadership of the school and has been very successful in this role as highlighted in our ESTYN Report.  If you would like to know more about the role of Parent Governor please contact me for a chat.

Cobra Tag Rugby Competition
On Wednesday 11th September we will be taking all children in Year 3 – 6 to the annual inter school Tag Rugby competition held at Cobra Rugby Club in Meifod.  A letter with details of the trip will follow. 

Monday 30th September and Tuesday 1st October: PD Days – NO SCHOOL for the children.

Dates for the Term (details will follow nearer the time):

	Month
	Date
	Event
	Who?

	September
	11th 
	Tag Rugby
	Year 3-6

	
	30th 
	PD Day – no school
	All children

	October
	1st 
	PD Day – no school
	All children

	
	10th 
	Harvest Festival
	All children, families invited

	November 
	15th 
	Children in Need
	All children

	December 
	6th 
	Christmas Performance (Hall)
	All children and families

	
	16th 
	Christmas Church Service
	All children and families

	
	18th 
	Christmas Carols
	All children and families

	
	19th 
	Christmas Party
	All children



Dates for the school year ahead: 
Autumn term:
Monday 2 September 2024 to Friday 25 October 2024
Half Term - Monday 28 October 2024 to Friday 1 November 2024
Monday 4 November 2024 to Friday 20 December 2024
Spring term:
Monday 6 January 2025 to Friday 21 February 2025
Half Term - Monday 24 February 2025 to Friday 28 February 2025
Monday 3 March 2025 to Friday 11 April 2025
Summer term:
Monday 28 April 2025 to Friday 23 May 2025
Half Term - Monday 26 May 2025 to Friday 30 May 2025
Monday 2 June 2025 to Friday 18 July 2025
Non-pupil days:
Monday 30 September & Tuesday 1 October 2024
Monday 6 January 2025
Friday 21 March 2025

Contacting Staff
As part of our drive to support the wellbeing of our whole school community, as staff we will be refraining from emailing before 8am and after 6pm.  For this reason, staff will not be responding to emails outside these times unless urgent action is required.  We are extremely lucky at Llanfechain to have very hardworking and dedicated staff, and it is important that they are able to have a good work-life balance.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to speak to a member of staff, or email myself on head@llanfeachin.powys.sch.uk 

Kind regards,

Catherine
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